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The Role of 
Competition

Music educators, particularly 

those who have programs 

that include a show choir, will 

have to determine the role of 

competition for their group at 

some point. Despite the long 

hours and hard work for 

all involved, many directors  

believe strongly in the value 

of competition, including the 

benefits of hosting their own 

competitions.

WITHIN A MUSIC 
PROGRAM

by Rachel Clevenger
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The Role of Competition continued

Connecticut-based choral director Ron Soja 
believes competition helps the students 
push themselves in ways they normally 
wouldn’t. As Director of Choirs for Petal 
High School in Mississippi, Shanna Luck-
ett agrees, noting that her students thrive  
off the competition. In fact, they are so  
motivated by competition that she hosts 
friendly rivalries during classtime, fundraising, 
and in rehearsals, which help the students 
perform with more focus and purpose— 
regardless of the task. In their own 
competition at Clover Hill High School, 
Carol Tuite of The Choral Boosters Board 
focuses on fostering sportsmanship and 
healthy competition, by encouraging 
a sense of belonging and a sense of 
community as well. For instance, at their 
competition this year, students will have a 
chance to join the THIRST project.

Storm Ziegler, Director of Choral Activities 
at John F. Kennedy High School in Cedar 
Rapids, believes competition plays a vital 
role within his music program, in helping 
students prepare for the realities of life, 
inside or outside of the field of music. For 
those who will focus on a career in fine 
arts, auditioning and vying for parts will be 

FEB. 24-25, 2017
Petal Show Choir Invitational

Petal, MS

For more information contact Shanna Luckett at 601-583-8323
or shanna.luckett@petalschools.com

MIDDLE SCHOOL/JUNIOR HIGH DIVISION
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HIGH SCHOOL DIVISION
Saturday, February 25
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CONTACT: Jonathan Dyrland, Director of Choral Activities
Marion High School, 675 S. 15th Street, Marion, IA 52302 (319) 377-9891, ext. 1133
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Medals for each Grand Champion
Professional staging, lighting and sound
Nationally known judges and clinicians

Live judges critique following each performance
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Multiple competing classifications for  

Middle School & High School
Directors eat free and get free  

admission for their family
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a constant process; even for those with 
other ambitions, they will gain valuable life  
experience via competition to prepare 
them for any academic or professional 
challenges in their futures.  Ziegler shares, 
“Students need to learn at a young age that 
they are going to have to go up against  
others in some form of competition in order 
to advance in life. Learning how to handle 
that in a professional manner, how to 
learn from competitive setbacks or losses, 
and how to plan for success long before 
competition day are skills that music educators 
have a unique opportunity to pass on to 
their students.”

As Director of Choirs for Franklin Community 
High School, Michael Hummel has seen 
these same benefits for students, noting 
that competition is prevalent in our society, 
whether in sports, band, dance teams, or 
academic programming. Though he under-
stands students love the music, he believes 
that the competition angle—when handled 
with balance, perspective, and guidance—
can push students to strive for excellence 
and constant improvement. Hummel notes, 
“It is by going to competitions that students 
can compare themselves to their peers, 

Bloomington Gold
Show Choir Competition

Hosted by the
Bloomington Kennedy Show Choirs

February 4th, 2017
9701 Nicollet Avenue South

Bloomington, MN 55420

BloomingtonGold
SaturdayFeb. 42017

Show Choir Competition

Kennedy High School Presents...

Bloomington, MN 55420

For questions or further information, 
please contact Niccole Jordan at 

(952) 681-5000, ext 5228.

Join us Saturday, 
February 25,2017 
at Kennedy High 
School as we 
RAISE THE ROOF 
with an incredible 
show choir event!

HEAD OVER TO 
www.Jotform.Com/
batonking/2017-rtr-
registration-form 
to sign up your group today.

“THE BEST PART OF RAISE THE 
ROOF IS THE COMFORTABLE 
PACE AND ATMOSPHERE THAT 
ALLOWED STUDENTS TO 
PERFORM AT THEIR BEST.”

4545 Wenig Rd NE, 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Our event is open to middle school, 
high school prep, and high school varsity 
ensembles. We are a single venue event, 
with middle school competing in the 
morning, allow high school prep groups 
to perform in the afternoon. We use 
consensus scoring for fi nals and work 
hard to fi nd highly qualifi ed judges 
currently active in show choir, who have 
not seen any of our performing groups 
earlier in the season. This gives every 
group a fresh perspective on their show.



18 PRODUCTIONS productionsmag.com

The Role of Competition continued

they can see what others do better, they 
get a more real world idea of what their 
director is talking about and can be inspired 
to reach to new heights and try new things 
as a result.” 

Nikki Goulet Jordan, Director of Music 
at Kennedy High School, notes that the 
competitive angle has been a “big draw for 
guys” to help them “get hooked and not just 
on show choir.” She has seen competition 
open doors for her students to all kinds of 
experience and all types of music; in that 
way, the competitive angle has actually 
assisted in building their program and helped 
students stay motivated in their personal lives 
as well. She shares, “The act of competing 
and preparing to compete also serves as 
a huge motivation for our students to make 
good decisions regarding their choice 
not to use chemicals and partake in other 
activities which may jeopardize their partic-
ipation in show choir. They definitely don't 
want to let the rest of their ‘team’ down.” 

Jonathan Dyrland, Director of Choral 
Activities at Marion High School, views 
competition as something that drives students 
to work at every rehearsal, constantly pushing 
themselves. He adds, “Many students say 

that the thrill of competing and perform-
ing during competition season cannot be 
matched in any other activity.”  Though he 
recognizes some music educators might 
balk at the role of competition, he knows 
teachers are best preparing students when 
they prepare them for everything, which 
includes a world beyond the four walls of a 
choir room.

Benefits of Hosting  
Your Own Event
Michael Hummel explains that going to  
contests and hosting their own contest  
offers his students exposure to high- 
achieving programs at community, regional, 
and national levels. “Exposing our students 
to some of the best ensembles serves as 
a tool to inspire them to strive to do their 
best,” he explains, and collaborating helps 
build friendships among students but also 
enriches the educational experience.

“Each year,” Hummel continues, “directors 
and students are pushing the envelope to 
be even more creative and to reach a new 
level. Students appreciate the good things 
that other schools are doing, and they want 

to add those things to our program. I feel 
that a quality competition experience makes 
growing to excellence fun and rewarding.”  

Soja adds that when they hosted 
their festival for the first time last year, 
they immediately realized just how much 
time, effort, and work go into a successful 
event. Luckett adds that hosting a 
competition teaches students responsibility 
and how to respect and support other 
schools’ music programs. Dryland agrees, 
explaining that hosting their own competition 
offers students “a glimpse at the other 
side of the show choir fence,” which is a 
refreshing change to go from competitor 
to fan; instead of focusing on themselves, 
they are intent on helping other choirs 
succeed—including decorating their rooms, 
escorting them to warm-ups and performances, 
and offering encouragement for their hard 
work and talent. He notes, “We have  
students work on stage crew which allows 
them to see how other schools handle 
stage set-up, props, transitions, as well as 
audio/visual aspects of their show. Other 
students serve food during the day or help 
keep the school clean. These students 

Private Label Specialty  
Coffee, Tea and Instants.

www.schoolspiritcoffee.com     800-570-1443

45 – 50 % PROFIT
Designed to be  
Profitable and Simple.

The fundraiser you 
love, the products 
you enjoy!

CT Classic 2017 Choir Application: 
www.ctclassic.com/sign-up-to-compete/

WE’RE BACK!
2nd Annual CTClassic 

Coming March 4th, 2017!
A new competition in New England is making some headlines.

I had such a blast at the first 
ever CT Classic. If you are 

looking for a well-run contest 
that is affordable for your 
kids and accessible to fun 

activities like the beach AND 
New York City, it’s perfect. 
Ron and Bubba made sure 
we were so well taken care 
of upon our arrival until the 
minute we left. Sound and 

lighting were phenomenal; I 
don’t think you can go wrong 
with this New England gem!

Victoria Burns
Choreographer and Clinician

”
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come away with such an appreciation of 
our school custodial staff and cafeteria 
staff. I often see these students build 
lasting friendships with these adults that 
transcend their high school experience.” 

In describing his experiences hosting  
his own competition, Ziegler notes that  
while a show choir invitational has an obvious 
competitive nature, there’s even a competitive 
angle to hosting events. In effect, he 
explains, they are basically opening up a 
one-day business, and their job is to compete 
with other events across the region or 
throughout the country. Since there’s even 
another event in their town on the same 
day, their job is to attract groups by offering 
something better than their rival offers. He 
concludes, “Our entire event is built around 
the continuous improvement model.”

Dr. Rachel James Clevenger earned her B.A and M.Ed. 
degrees from Mississippi College. After finishing  
her PhD in Composition and Rhetoric, she taught 
and served as the University Writing Center Director 
for Birmingham Southern College and University of 
Alabama at Birmingham.

Questions? Contact...
Michael Hummel, Director
hummelm@franklinschools.org
p: 317-496-0791

It is our pleasure to invite you to the second  
annual Franklin Community ShowFest 
Invitational!

ShowFest is a premier contest which brings 
together top choirs for 2 days of high energy 
competition, quality entertainment and 
fantastic awards.

This event will be adjudicated by a panel of 
highly qualified and well-respected clinicians,  
choreographers and directors in each  
performance venue. 

Located just a few miles south of Indianapolis 
off of I-65, we are a convenient location for  
Indianapolis area schools, but also close to many 
hotels for groups coming from out of state.


