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It’s an oppressively hot July morning in Alabama, and 17-year-old 

Jayce Thornton is up with the sun, getting in his workouts for the 

upcoming football season. By 9 a.m., he’ll head to his school’s 

auditorium for choreography and vocals, and by evening he’ll be 

on the field sweating it out with his teammates. 

AT MARS HILL BIBLE SCHOOL, 
EVERYONE BELONGS IN SHOW CHOIR

to Friday 
Night Lights

Spotlights
From

by Lori Eastep
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It’s a grueling schedule, but it’s the only way 
he can be a part of two activities that are each 
equally important to him. Jayce is a member 
of the Celebration Show Choir cast at Mars 
Hill Bible School. He’s also the kicker and a 
wide receiver for the football team. And he’s 
not alone…almost all of the 55 members of 
the Mars Hill show choir participate in multiple 
sports and other school-sponsored programs.

Mars Hill Bible School is a private K-12 
school located in Florence, Alabama, a 
growing town nestled in the center of the 
Southern musical hub known as the Shoals. 
“There’s something magical about the Shoals,” 
said show choir director JJ Davenport. “Music 
is just engrained in the people here. These 
kids have a talent that is simply exceptional… 
all we’re doing is tapping into that.” 

And tap into it they have. MHBS has a 
9th-12th grade enrollment of 146, making it 
a 1A school, the smallest classification in 
Alabama’s system. When Mars Hill produced 
its first show choir program in the early fall of 
2000, the school didn’t even have a football 
team. “The fall was the quietest time of year,” 
says Davenport with a laugh. “Not so much 
anymore.” 

The show choir grew to be a wildly popular 
program, with almost 40% of 9th-12th grade 
students participating each year. So when the 
school added a varsity football program in the 
fall of 2013, leaders knew that their collabo-
ration was key. “Everyone does everything 
around here,” Davenport said. “We knew that 
if all our programs were going to flourish, we 
were all going to have to work very closely 
together to make it happen.” 

Coaches, directors, and administrators 
juggle their collective schedules and trade 
off practices to make sure no organization is 
getting the short end of the proverbial stick. 
For their part, the students recognize and 
value the collaborative effort that allows them 
to be a part of multiple programs. “Most of 
Mars Hill students are involved in just about 
everything that’s offered,” said four-year show 
choir member and cheerleader Emma Heupel. 
“It probably seems difficult trying to find a time 
where everyone can come and rehearse, 
but it’s not…everyone at Mars Hill seems to 
understand how big and truly amazing this 
show is.”

Now in its eighteenth year of producing a 
show choir, Mars Hill’s cast list is chock full of 

students who might not typically be seen on 
stage. From ball players to cheerleaders and 
from debate team members to academics, 
a spirit of inclusivity inhabits every element 
of the program. “These kids are getting the 
best of all worlds,” said head football coach 
Darrell Higgins. “When they’re learning disci-
pline, perseverance, the power of teamwork… 
those things carry over to their other activities 
and makes them better at everything they do. 
Those things will keep carrying over for the 
rest of their lives.”

Of primary importance to administrators 
is the idea that in the show choir program, as 
well as in the school as a whole, everyone 
belongs. “Mars Hill is truly a family that works 
together so students can thrive and explore 
multiple areas of interest,” said four-year cast 
member Abby Foust. “We all have different 
talents, but anybody can step right into show 
choir and be a part. The cooperation of my 
cheer, cross-country, and soccer coaches 
with my show choir directors has given me 
the opportunity to be involved in everything 
I could ever want to take part in.” Heupel 
agrees. “It’s a place where you can be who 
you really are, and have a moment to shine.” 

Mars Hill continued



Challenge: Hanging microphones from the ceiling is a huge hassle. 

How do you get microphones high enough to cover all the singers in the choir?

SOLUTION: Audix MICROBOOM50 or MICROBOOM84
For complete coverage of a choir, the microphones are positioned 2 feet in front 

of the first row of singers, extending 2 feet higher than the tallest person in the 

back row. With a standard three row choir riser of 2 feet, the mic will typically 

need to be 10 feet in the air. The MICROBOOM50 (50" carbon fiber boom) 

attached to a standard mic stand will extend to over 10 feet. The MICROBOOM84 

(84" carbon fiber boom) attached to a standard mic stand will extend to over 11 

feet and will cover up to four rows of choir. Unlike hanging microphones, the 

clutch assembly and integrated gooseneck mount grants precise fine-tuning of 

the microphone positions.

Challenge: Miking a choir with condensers 

seems expensive.

SOLUTION: Audix Micros™ Series Condensers
These a�ordable microphones are unique because they 

feature a fully integrated circuit (including pre amp) all in a 

two-inch long body, making it the most powerful miniature 

microphone on the market. They pack a punch— only one 

microphone is needed to cover up to 20 singers.

Challenge: Choir placement and size varies from 

week to week.

SOLUTION: Audix MicroBoom
Today’s worship environments accommodate an array of 

congregations and configurations. Where the choir is one 

week may be where the band is the next. In some cases, the 

size of a choir may go from 20 people to a holiday production 

of 80. The MicroBoom system is portable, easy to move, and 

easy to store. Plus, it is available in black or white finish, 

making it uniquely discreet in appearance, virtually 

becoming invisible within the sight lines.

www.audixusa.com  |  503.682.6933
©2018 Audix Corporation All Rights 
Reserved. Audix and all Audix logos 
are trademarks of Audix Corporation.
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MICROBOOM™ SYSTEM
THE BEST SOLUTION FOR CHOIR MIKING CHALLENGES
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The result? Mars Hill has developed an 
outstanding culture of cooperation, and 
the proof is in their collective success. The 
125-minute 2018 show choir program included 
25 songs, 13 costume changes, and brought in 
almost 800 attendees each night. “We don’t do 
competitions,” said Davenport. “We have to be 
finished before football starts so that we can 
support their efforts.” As for the football team… 
at the time of publication, they’re boasting an 
undefeated season and are ranked #1 in their 
region. 

Clearly, the collaboration is working. 
“There’s a lot of behind-the-scenes work that 
goes into making this happen, but it’s worth 
every minute,” Davenport said. “The other 
programs’ successes are our successes, and 
our successes are theirs. Everyone wins here.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Lori Eastep is the Director of  

Marketing, Alumni, and Public Relations at Mars Hill  

Bible School. She is a second-generation MHBS alum 

and a current MHBS parent. Eastep holds a B.S. in  

Communications from the University of North Alabama.
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LET YOUR VOICES
SOAR ON TOUR
Peak Performance Tours creates
customized performance tours for choral groups 

To Learn More Visit Us Online www.peakperformancetours.com

EACH TOUR INCLUDES:
▲ Great Performance Venues 
▲ Hotel Accommodations 
▲ Motorcoach and Airfare
▲ Meals and Entertainment
▲ Professional Tour Managers
▲ Online Registration with Credit Card Payments

CUSTOMIZED PERFORMANCE TOURS:
▲ Public Performance Opportunities 
▲ Performance Clinics in Concert Halls
▲ Music Festival Participation
▲ National and International Destinations

WE TAKE CARE OF ALL THE DETAILS SO YOU CAN FOCUS ON YOUR MUSIC!WE TAKE CARE OF ALL THE DETAILS SO YOU CAN FOCUS ON YOUR MUSIC!



When it comes to show choir   

  PLATFORMS,  
               there’s no competition.

800-4WENGER (493-6437)   www.wengercorp.com

Take a look at StageTek’s scorecard and you’ll see the Wenger  
advantage in every category. No other portable stage has  
been designed and tested with the capability and features that  
matter most to show choir.

 ❏ Simple setup that doesn’t require a professional crew 
	 ❏ Lightweight decks that save your back and hands
	 ❏ Incredible strength for large groups, equipment, pianos, etc. 
	 ❏ Safe, stable & secure for your peace of mind 
	 ❏ Performance versatility for unlimited configurations 
	 ❏ Best warranty to protect your investment
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S t a g e T e k™ 
   b y  W e n g e r ®

Wenger has been building world-class portable stages for nearly  
seventy years. For more information – including specifications,  
load test results, features, and accessories – please call for a  
brochure or visit us online.


