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A SP éTACLE OF SOUND AND MOVEMENT
AT THE SHOW CHOIR COMPETITION

BY ED BAUER

As the first notes of a melodic overture filled the
auditorium, | could feel the excitement bubbling
within me. It was a crisp Saturday morning, and
| found myself surrounded by a kaleidoscope of
vibrant costumes and eager faces. | was about
to embark on a journey into the dazzling world
of show choir competitions, where music, sets,
lighting, special effects, and dancing would
come together in a harmonious symphony of
entertainment.
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The anticipation hung thick in the air as | made my In between performances, I couldn’t help
way through the bustling crowd. The venue was alive

with energy, a palpable mix of nerves and enthu-  but strike up conversations with fellow
siasm. It was my first foray into the show choir scene,
and | couldn’t help but marvel at the sheer dedication audience members. There was a shared sense
and passion radiating from the performers and their
supporters. of awe and appreciation for the artistry
As | settled into my seat, the stage before me . 5
transformed into a canvas of possibilities. The lights on dlSPIaY- It was a Communltv brought

dimmed, and a hush fell over the audience, signaling m e

the beginning of a journey that would blend music together by a love for music and perfor-
and movement into an art form that transcended
the ordinary.

The first group took the stage, and the magic
unfolded before my eyes. The music, a carefully
curated medley of popular tunes, resonated through
the auditorium. It was more than just singing; it was
a vocal tapestry; each note meticulously crafted and
interwoven with the others. The harmonies were
impeccable, a testament to the countless hours of
rehearsal and fine-tuning.

But it wasn’t just about the music; it was a
multisensory experience. The stage, adorned with
elaborate sets, transported the audience to different
worlds with each performance. From the bustling - .
streets of a retro cityscape to the ethereal glow of'"“‘f.*‘ =%
a mystical forest, the sets were a testament to the
creativity and ingenuity of the show choir teams.

The lighting, too, played a crucial role in elevating
the performances. As the tempo of the music shifted,
so did the colors bathing the stage. From warm, -
golden hues during heartfelt ballads to dynamic
flashes of vibrant lights during upbeat numbers, the
lighting design enhanced the emotional impact ©
each performance.

mance, and the camaraderie was palpable.
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THE ONLY THING MOVING SHOULD BE YOUR

SHOW CHOIR

...NOT YOUR RISERS

Sta g eTek” piatforms

The demands your show choir puts on risers is far more than just weight. The side-to-side forces can be more than many traditional
platform systems can handle. StageTek is stronger and more stable. That's why StageTek is so popular in schools and even more
popular in competitions. Here's why StageTek is better:

™ Simple, fast setup that doesn’t require a professional crew 4Safe, stable & secure for your peace of mind
™ Lightweight decks that save your back and hands GPerformance versatility for unlimited configurations
™ Incredible strength for large groups, equipment, pianos, etc. MBest warranty to protect your investment

StageTek decks, legs and accessories can be configured to just about any stage or platform you need.

Wengen

Your Performance Partner

800-4WENGER (936437 Www.wengercorp.com




As one group gracefully exited
the stage, the next entered with a
burst of energy. This was more than
a competition; it was a celebration
of artistry. The special effects
kicked in, transforming the stage
into a spectacle that transcended
the boundaries of a typical musical
performance.

Smoke billowed, confetti rained
down, and LED screens illuminated
with dynamic visuals, adding an
extra layer of excitement to the
already electric atmosphere. It was
a sensory overload, and yet, every
element seemed to come together
seamlessly, creating a feast for the
eyes and ears.

The choreography was another
highlight of the show choir compe-
tition. The dancers moved with
a precision that bordered on
perfection, their bodies moving in
sync with the music. It wasn’t just
about executing dance moves;
it was about storytelling through
movement. Every step, every
gesture, conveyed a narrative
that complemented the music and
enhanced the overall performance.

In between performances,
| couldn’t help but strike up
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conversations with fellow audience
members. There was a shared
sense of awe and appreciation
for the artistry on display. It was a
community brought together by a
love for music and performance,
and the camaraderie was palpable.

As the day unfolded, | found
myself drawn into the ebb and flow
of emotions on stage. The perfor-
mances ranged from joyous and
exuberant to poignant and intro-
spective. It was a rollercoaster
of feelings, and | marveled at the
ability of the show choirs to evoke
such a wide range of emotions
through their art.

As the final group took the stage
for their grand finale, | couldn’t help
but reflect on the sheer magnitude
of talent and effort that went into
each performance. The show
choir competition was more than
a contest; it was a celebration of
creativity, teamwork, and the power
of music to move the soul.

In the closing moments of
the competition, the applause
echoed through the auditorium, a
thunderous acknowledgment of the
hard work and dedication exhibited
by the performers. Trophies were

COURTESY CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL SHOW CHOIRS

awarded, but it was clear that, in
this community, the true victory
lay in the shared experience of
creating something beautiful and
memorable.

As | stepped out into the cool
evening air, the melodies of the day
lingered in my mind. The show choir
competition had been a sensory
journey, a symphony of sight and
sound that left an indelible mark on
my appreciation for the performing
arts. It was a reminder that, in the
hands of passionate and talented
individuals, music could be more
than just notes on a page; it could
be a transformative experience that
brought people togetherin a harmo-
nious celebration of the human spirit.

Ed Bauer has
been in publishing for over twenty years.
In his early career years, he worked on
the staff at Mount Union College and for
the last twelve years as publisher and
managing partner at Flaherty Media has
been privileged to tour many private
higher education campuses and talk with
numerous staff members who manage
these multiple building facilities. He can be
reached at ed@pupnmag.com.
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Show Choir Products and News

Sharing product and service information
on all aspects of show choir, all issues
of Productions are available online in our
archives. If you aren’t yet a subscriber,

visit productionsmag.com/subscribe.
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